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      DISTINGUISHED LABOR LEADER LECTURE

Lecturer

Elizabeth Shuler
Secretary-Treasurer
AFL-CIO

Breaking Barriers and the Changing Faces of 
the Labor Movement

The Distinguished Labor Leader Lecture is presented as a public service by the Chicago Federation of Labor, Chicago-Kent College of 

Law and its Institute for Law & the Workplace.

Founded in 1896, the Chicago Federation of Labor is the umbrella organization for Chicago and 

Cook County’s labor unions. Comprised of 300 affi liate unions that represent half a million members, 

the CFL fi ghts on behalf of a diverse group of working people in a variety of industries throughout 

the area. For 125 years, the CFL has defended workers’ rights, pursued aggressive legislative and 

political strategies, and helped working people grow the skills needed to remain a sought-after 

workforce as the economy continues to evolve.

The Institute for Law and the Workplace at IIT Chicago-Kent College of Law is a national center 

for research, training, dialogue and refl ection on the law that governs the workplace. Founded in 

1996, the institute serves as an intellectual home for the labor and employment law community, 

both in the Chicago area and nationwide. The institute pools the resources of leading academic 

scholars and the practicing professional community to train students and professionals, monitor polices and trends, and study issues 

confronting the labor and employment law community in a neutral setting.

IIT Chicago-Kent’s Certifi cate Program in Labor and Employment Law is the centerpiece of the institute. The certifi cate program entails a 

logical, carefully paced sequence of course work and practical skills training that provides comprehensive, rigorous preparation for the 

fi eld of labor and employment law.

ORGANIZED LABOR 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
The Organized Labor Scholarship Fund at  
Chicago-Kent College of Law was established 
by the unions and union law firms who are 
members of the Institute for Law and the 
Workplace, including:

Allison, Slutsky, & Kennedy PC

Asher, Gittler, & D’Alba Ltd. 

Baum, Sigman, Auerbach, & Neuman Ltd. 

Carmell, Charone, Widmer, Moss, & Barr Ltd.

Dowd, Bloch, & Bennett

Illinois Education Association, NEA

International Brotherhood of Teamsters 

Local 705 

Jacobs, Burns, Orlove, & Hernandez 

Katz, Friedman, Eagle, Eisenstein, Johnson, 

& Bareck PC 

National Treasury Employees Union

Whitfield, McGann, & Ketterman

The fund provides scholarship support to 
Chicago-Kent students specializing in labor and 
employment law who have significant ties to 
organized labor and to Chicago-Kent students 
serving as student externs to unions and 
union law firms. A complete list of scholarship 
recipients is available from the Institute for Law 
and the Workplace.

Contributions to the Organized Labor 
Scholarship Fund are welcome and are tax 
deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law.

To make a contribution online go to https://
alumni.kentlaw.iit.edu/organized-labor-
scholarship

3:00-4:00p.m.
Free, open to the public 
Registration required

Register online: ckcle.ce21.com

Elizabeth H. Shuler is the AFL-CIO’s Secretary-Treasurer, its second ranking offi cer, the fi rst woman 

elected to the position, and the youngest woman ever on the federation’s Executive Council. First 

elected in 2009, she is the federation’s chief fi nancial offi cer and oversees its operations. 

Ms. Shuler leads the AFL-CIO’s initiatives on the future of work, the clean energy economy, 

workforce development, and empowering women and young workers.  She is committed to 

busting myths about labor, leveraging the labor movement’s diversity for innovative approaches 

to social justice, and making the benefi ts of a union voice on the job available to working families 

everywhere. 


